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COMMON:

John's Point Site

AND/OR HISTORIC:

{2

D NUMBER:

Brooks Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Madison

STATE COUNTY:

Dorchester

STREET

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE

L STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSHIP TO THE PUBLIC
[ District (] Building O Public Public Acquisition: [J Occupied Yes:
B3 Site [J Structure Private [J In Pracess @ Unoccupied [ Restricted
[J Object [0 Both [] Being Considered [] Preservotian work O Unrestricted
in pragress & Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Agricultural [J Government O Park [C] Tronsportotion [J Camments
[ Commercial 3 Industrial [ Private Residence ] Other (Specity)

[ Educatianal 3 Military ] Religious

[J Entertainment [0 Museum [ Scientific

WNER’S N AME:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

ey

s
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: [ Federol [J State [J Caunty [J Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
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(Check One)

CONDITION [J Excellent [ Geood [ Fair [J Deteriorated [J Ruins B Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
X Altered ] Uncltered ] Moved (X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

John's Point was reputedly built in the third quarter

of the 17th century near the present day village of Madison.

It was standing in this century and the ruins were measured
and a conjectural restoration drawing - published in H.
Chandlee Forman's, Early Manor and Plantation Houses of
Maryland in 1934, —_

The building was a one and one-half story brick 'T'
plan building laid entirely in Flemish bond. Each of the
gables had a Jjerkin head with one or two windows beneath,
lighting the second story. Nothing like this structure has
remained in Maryland with the exception of details carried
over into later buildings.

Nothing remains to mark the location of the important

building.
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PERIOD (Check One or More ae Appropriate)

[Q Pre-Columbion [ 16th Century O 18th Century O 20th Century
[ 15th Century 17th Century O 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE!(S) (If Appliceble and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More es Appropriete)

Abor iginol [ Educotion [ Politicol {3 Urban Planning
O Prehisteric O Engineering O Religion/Phi- [3 Other (Specity)
[ Historic O Industry losophy

O Agriculture [ Invention [ Science

X) Architecture O Londscope [ Seculpture

O At Architecture [ Sociol/Humon-

] Commerce [ Literoture itorion

[ Communicotions ] Militory [0 Theoter

O Conservotion O Music O Tronsportotion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This site is the most important site of a “17th century
dwelling in the county, primarily because it was the pro-
bable location of the courts held during the beginning
years of Dorchester County, and secondarily because of
the unique character of the architecture.

A photo of the building appears on the Courthouse
wall and bears the following inscription:

Legend for First Courthouse and Jail in Dorchester County

House at John's Point, on Brooks Creek near
Madison, where, accoriding to tradition, Dorchester
Co. Court was first held. The name of the builder
is not absolutely known but events and circumstances
point to John Hodson, one of the county Jjustices
in 1674, for whom the land was surveyed Nov. 24, 1665.
The first courts were held in private homes be-
tween 1669 & 1674, and it appears likely that the
first county court was held at his house. The
house is the oldest brick building in the county.
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Forman, H. Chandlee, Early Manor and Plantation Houses
Maryland, A Guide to the 0ld Line State, Oxford University

of Maryland, Easton, Maryland, 793%4.
éress, New York, 1947.
Wilstach, Paul, Tidewater Maryland, Bobbs-Merrill,
Indianapolis, 7937.
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LDCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER PDINT OF A PRDPERTY
R DF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GCDRNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONG!ITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW (-] » » o . » o . - o ) »
NE o . » o . »
SE o ] » -] » -
SW -] ’ » o » -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: w
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. FORM PREPARED BY ,
NAME AND TITLE:
Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant
ORGANIZATIDN DATE
Maryland Historical Trust 1/76
STREET AND NUMBER:
Shaw House, 21 State Circle
CITY OR TDWN: STATE
Annapolis Maryland 21401
State Liaison Officer Review: (0Office Use Only)
Significance of this property is:
(] State [} Local [

National
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